
About this lesson

Students will learn about a variety of employment trends and job projections. 
This will help them understand how factors beyond their control may shape their 
career plans.

Learning objectives

By the end of this lesson, students will:

 • learn about job projections and outlook
 • analyse factors that impact job demand, such as changes in technology, 

demographics, business practices or production methods, consumer 
preferences, and workplace restructuring

 • explore how their career plans may be shaped by demand for a career that 
interests them

Driving question

How will job trends influence my own career decisions?

Future-ready skills

Analysing Career awareness Research ski l ls

Lesson breakdown

20
minutes

Activity 1: Compare career demand
In this activity, students will review their saved careers to determine the 
job outlook and reflect on how they feel about the career and why the 
demand for it may influence their decision to pursue it.

65
minutes

Activity 2: Xello lesson: Career demand
Direct students to complete the Xello lesson titled Career demand where 
they'll learn about 5 common career demand factors that have the biggest 
impact on a career they like.

20
minutes

Activity 3: Filter by demand
In this activity, students will explore more career matches based on career 
demand.

Xello entry point
Students will need to save 3 
careers before starting this 
lesson. It’s also recommended 
that students complete the 
Matchmaker assessment 
(phase 1) and the Explore 
career matches lesson.

Vocabulary

 •  Career demand
 •  Labour market
 •  Technological trends
 •  Economical trends
 •  Social trends
 •  Demographic trends
 •  Business practices
 •  Consumer behaviour
 •  Workplace restructuring
 •  Projections
 •  Job outlook
 •  Factors

Benchmarks & Curriculum

Gatsby Benchmark 2: learning 
from career and labour market 
information

PSHE L7: about the labour 
market, local, national and 
international employment 
opportunities
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Inquiry prompts
 • Are jobs that interest me in demand?

Before you begin
 • Ensure students have saved 3 careers before starting this lesson. It’s also 

recommended that students complete the Matchmaker assessment (phase 
1) and the Explore career matches lesson. 

Teaching strategies

In this activity, students will review their saved careers to determine the job 
outlook and reflect on how they feel about the career and why the demand for it 
may influence their decision to pursue it.

1 Provide the instructions on the next page to your students.

2 Optional: Ask students to contribute the career demand status for 3 careers 
of interest in an online form or visual tally chart. Lead a discussion around job 
projections based on the class data.

Materials required

 •  Student instructions
 •  Computers or tablets with 

internet access

Artefacts

For 3 career profiles, students 
will update how they feel about 
the career and add a short 
reflection about the career 
demand status.

Career demand
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Career demand

Compare career demand

Student instructions

1 Navigate to your saved careers in Xello and complete the following for 3 careers:

• Review the career profile.

• Identify the career demand (stable, increasing, high or decreasing).

• At the top of the profile, choose an emoji to indicate how you feel about this career.

• Within My notes, add a short reflection in regards to the identified career demand. How might this factor 
influence your decision to pursue this career? How might your level of effort in the early stages of the 
career choice differ based on the demand? If a career you love is in low demand, what would make you a 
stronger competitor for the job?

2 After reviewing 3 careers, proceed to the Xello Lesson called Career demand to gain a better understanding of 
trends that impact job outlook.



About this activity

In the first activity, students reviewed their saved careers to determine the job 
outlook and reflect on the impact this could have on whether or not they decide 
to pursue them.

In this activity, students will complete the Career demand lesson in Xello to learn 
about 5 common career demand factors that have the biggest impact on a career 
they like. 

Inquiry prompts
 • What does career demand mean? What are employment projections?
 • What careers are in demand in your area? Why?
 • How will changes in career demand affect your career choices?
 • What jobs do you think will be hot in the future? What jobs do you think 

won't exist in the future?
 • What factors and forces influence the demand for careers (e.g. 

demographics, automation)?
 • What skills or knowledge do you think you will need to be prepared for the 

jobs of the future?

Before you begin

Before diving in with your students:

 1. Create a copy or download the Career demand slide presentation to 
use as a helpful teaching aid before and after the Xello lesson. 

 2. Review the slides (including the speaker notes section) for suggested 
discussion strategies and prompts. 

 3. Update slide 5 of the presentation with your students’ Xello sign in 
format. If you don't know your students' Xello login format check out   
Sign in to Xello for support. 

Teaching strategies

Use the following strategies to set your students up for success:

1 Before students start the Xello lesson, take 5 minutes to have them review 
and consider the inquiry prompts from the Warm up activity slide of the 
Career demand slide presentation, or choose your own. Advise students to 
keep these questions in mind as they complete the lesson. You will revisit 
these questions with them in the Exit activity afterwards.

2 Help your students log in to their Xello account. Project your screen as you 
model how to navigate to the lesson using your demo student account. From 
the student dashboard, click on a lesson to get started. If the lesson you want 
isn’t visible, access it by selecting View all lessons below the lessons shown.

3 Students finished early? If students have time after completing the Xello 
lesson, encourage them to do an online search for 2-3 job postings related to 

Materials required

 •  Computers or tablets with 
internet access 

 •  Whiteboard/projector
 •  Career demand slide 

presentation

Prerequisites

 •  Save 3 careers

Artefacts

Students will complete the Xello 
lesson: Career demand.

Career demand

Activity 2 - Xello Lesson: Career demand

12 Recommended:
Year 12

Length:
65 minutes
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one of their saved careers and add the links to the Helpful articles section of 
the saved career in Xello. Did their search results give them any insight into 
the potential demand for the career?

4 Once students have completed the Xello lesson, return to the Career 
demand slide presentation to have students revisit the inquiry prompts you 
posed at the beginning of class.

5 Classroom discussion strategy: I used to think: Now I think: Encourage 
students to rate how important they believe it is for them to understand the 
demand for a career before pursuing it. Students can use a scale from 1-3 to 
rate importance. A rating of 1 equals not important, a rating of 2 equals 
important, and a rating of 3 equals very important.

6 Ask students if their thoughts about the importance of understanding the 
demand for a career have changed or stayed the same since completing the 
Xello lesson. Example: I used to think it was not important (a rating of 1) but 
now I think it’s important (a rating of 2).

7 If their rating has changed, what do they think caused this change in 
thinking? If their rating has stayed the same, why?

Career demand

Activity 2 - Xello Lesson: Career demand

12 Recommended:
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Inquiry prompts
 • What does the future career landscape look like?

Before you begin
 • Ensure students have saved 3 careers before starting this lesson. It’s also 

recommended that students complete the Matchmaker assessment (phase 
1) and the Explore Career Matches lesson. 

Teaching strategies

In this activity, students will explore careers that are increasing in demand within 
a career cluster that is suggested for them (which is based on their Xello profile). 
Students will then select 1 new career to save and reflect on.

1 Provide the instructions on the next page to your students.

2 Optional: Share with your students how job demand has or has not 
influenced your own career path. What was the teacher job market like when 
you entered the career? What trends impact careers in education?

Materials required

 •  Student instructions
 •  Computers or tablets with 

internet access

Artefacts

Students will save 1 new career 
profile and identify how they feel 
about the career. They will add a 
short reflection about the career 
demand status.

Career demand
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Career demand

Filter by demand

Student instructions

Which careers are projected to be increasing in demand? What factors do you think are influencing the increase? 
Do any of these careers interest you and why?

1 From Explore careers in Xello, click More filters and select Increasing career demand. Choose 1 or 2 Career 
clusters that are suggested for you, or a cluster that is of interest.

2 Review the results based on the selected filters. Which career surprises you the most? Which career would you 
consider a possibility for yourself? Review at least 3 career profiles before saving one.

3 At the top of the profile, choose an emoji to indicate how you feel about this career.

4 Within My notes, add a short reflection in regards to the increasing career demand:

• Which factor do you think is impacting the demand? Why do you think this? (Technological, Economical, 
Social, Demographic, Business practices, Consumer , or Workplace restructuring).

• Consider checking out the key factors affecting this sector on the Working Futures report to support your 
answers.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/514285/Working_Futures_Headline_Report_final_for_web__PG.pdf
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